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2"d Sunday in Lent - February 25, 2024
9:00am Order of Worship
Far From Home: Comfort

Prelude / Welcome

905 Come, Thou Almighty King
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1 Come, Thou - might - 'y King, Help wus  Thy
2 Come, Thou in - car - nate  Word, Gird on Thy
3 Come, ho - ly Com - fort - er, Thy sa - cred
A4 To Thee, great One in  Three, E - ter - nal
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name to sing; Help us to praise; Fa - ther all-
might - y  sword; Our prayer at - tend. Come and Thy
wit - ness bear In this glad  hour! Thou, who al -
prais - es be Hence ev - er - more! Thy  sov-’reign
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glo - ri - ous, O’er all vic - to - i - ous,
peo - ple bless, And give Thy Word suc - cess,
might - 'y art, Now rule in ev - ’ry heart,
maj - es - ty May we in glo - 1y see,
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Come and reign o - ver us, An - cient of Days.
And let Thy righ - teous-ness On us de - scend.
And ne’er from us de - part, Spir - it of POW'T.
And to e - ter - ni -ty Love and a - dore.

Invocation & Confession
In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from



our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst,
enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
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(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, 17

2 | said to myself, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good.” But that also proved to be
meaningless. 2 “Laughter,” I said, “is madness. And what does pleasure accomplish?” 2| tried cheering myself
with wine, and embracing folly—my mind still guiding me with wisdom. | wanted to see what was good for
people to do under the heavens during the few days of their lives.

41 undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. ° I made gardens and parks and
planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. € | made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees. 7 | bought male
and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my house. I also owned more herds and flocks than
anyone in Jerusalem before me. & | amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. |
acquired male and female singers, and a harem as well—the delights of a man’s heart. ° | became greater by far
than anyone in Jerusalem before me. In all this my wisdom stayed with me.

101 denied myself nothing my eyes desired:;
I refused my heart no pleasure.



My heart took delight in all my labor,
and this was the reward for all my toil.

1Yet when | surveyed all that my hands had done
and what | had toiled to achieve,

everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind;
nothing was gained under the sun.

17So | hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of it is meaningless, a
chasing after the wind.

Second Lesson
Colossians 2:6-15

6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, " rooted and built up in
him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human
tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.

9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, °and in Christ you have been brought to
fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. ** In him you were also circumcised with a
circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were
circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with

him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ.
He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. > And having disarmed the powers and
authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

(Please Stand)

Verse
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Holy Gospel

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14" chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

John 14:18-26

181 will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. ° Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you
will see me. Because | live, you also will live. 2°On that day you will realize that | am in my Father, and you are


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%202&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%202&version=NIV

in me, and | am in you. 2! Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”

22Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the
world?”

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to
them and make our home with them. ?* Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words
you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

25 «All this I have spoken while still with you. %6 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

953 We All Believe in One True God
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1 We all be-lieve in one true God, Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost,
2 We all be-lieve in Je - sus Christ, Son of God and Mar-y’s son,
3 We all con-fess the Ho -1y Ghost, Who from both in truth pro-ceeds,
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Ev - er - pres-ent help in need, Praised by all the heav’'n-ly host;
Who de-scend-ed from His throne And for us sal - va - tion won;
Who sus - tains and com-forts us In all tri-als, fears, and needs.
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All  He made His love en-folds, All  cre - a-tion He up-holds.
By whose cross and death are we Res - cued from all mis-er - y.
Bless-ed, ho -1ly Trin-1 - ty, Praise for - ev-er be to Thee!

(Please Sit)

433 Glory Be to Jesus
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1 Glo - ry be to Je - sus, Who in bit - ter pains
2 Grace and life e - ter - nal In that blood 1 find;
3 Blest through end - less a - ges Be the pre-cious stream

4 A - bel’s blood for ven - geance Plead-ed to the skies;
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Poured for me the life - blood From His sa - cred veins!
Blest be His com - pas - sion, In - fi - nite - ly  kind!
Which from end-less tor - ment Did the world re - deem!
But the blood of Je - sus For our par-don cries.
5 Oft as earth exulting 6 Lift we, then, our voices,
Wafts its praise on high, Swell the mighty flood;
Angel hosts rejoicing Louder still and louder
Make their glad reply. Praise the precious blood!

Message Far From Home: Comfort

Offering

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) via the Church Center App, 3)by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland
Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio, 4) via Church Center - you can find a link on the Worship Live page of our
website, or 5) by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve
section of our website).

(Please Stand)
Announcements

Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Heavenly Father, give us Your Holy Spirit, that we might deny ourselves, take up the crosses You give and
follow Your Son through this troubled life into heaven. Prepare us to give up our lives, knowing that Christ has
already saved them. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O Lord, give the Church and all her servants grace to fulfill the ministries to which You have
committed them. Grant each of us the strength to confess Christ boldly before the world. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, teach us to shun neither our Lord’s suffering nor our own. When we endure
persecution or ridicule for being Your children, give us faith and perseverance. As You have promised, deliver
us out of the hand of the wicked and redeem us from the grasp of the ruthless. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Gracious God, You have established the home and blessed those who show us Your love. Bless all
mothers and the children in their care. Bless all families and make their homes places of blessing and love,
where Your Word is spoken, forgiveness reigns and love is displayed. Give us good examples to inspire youth
to all that is good and pure, and to seek after these things. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Holy God, Your power brought all things into being and still You preserve what You have made. Bless
our president, the Congress of these United States, our governor, and all elected and appointed civil servants so



that they may honor You and Your purpose, establishing order and justice, encouraging virtue and protecting all
life. Give wisdom and moderation to them in their leadership for the well-being of the nation. Lord, in Your
mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O merciful Father, You have compassion upon the sick and those in need and have promised not to
ignore them in their afflictions. Turn back the effects of evil across the globe, and give us relief. Bless the sick
with healing, those who suffer with strength and patience, and the dying with peace. Hear us on behalf of those
who have requested our prayers and keep us diligent in our intersession on their behalf. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O Lord, at Your table the afflicted eat the body and blood of Your Son and are satisfied. Through our
afflictions, deepen our hunger for this table, that we may eat and drink and be satisfied by Christ’s saving life.
Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, receive our praise this day for St. Peter and his confession that Jesus is the Christ. We
rejoice that Your Son builds His Church upon this rock and that the gates of hell cannot prevail against it. Keep
us in this faith all our days; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus 1SB 212

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.
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2 When the woes of life oer - take me, Hopes de -
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4 Bane and bless - ing, pain and plea - sure By the
| —
A — . . i e — —
G — — ———————— -
oer the wrecks of time. All the light of sa - cred
ceive, and fears an - noy, Nev - er shall the cross for -
love up - on my way, From the cross the ra - diance
cross are sanc - ti - fied; Peace 1is there that knows no
f_|
g D | | | |
{ry>—® ; j ~ | . i |
A3V I (o] (&) () ] 1 I
Y] 1 1 (& o .
sto - 1y Gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
sake  me; Lo, it glows with  peace and  joy.
stream - ing Adds more lus - ter to the  day.

mea - sure, Joys that through all time a - bide.



