
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
(Pastor John) 

 
 

 

 

 

If our desires were aligned perfectly with God’s will,  

how might our life look different? 

 

 

 

 

 

December 8, 2024 

9am Worship 



2nd Sunday in Advent – December 8, 2024 
9:00am Order of Worship  

Christmas Classics:  How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

Prelude / Welcome 

 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Invocation & Confession 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 



forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be 

enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

(Please Sit) 

 

 

First Lesson 

Malachi 3:1-7 

3 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will 

come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 

2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s 

fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine 

them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the 

offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. 

5 “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against 

those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive the 

foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear me,” says the LORD Almighty. 

6 “I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your 

ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to 

you,” says the LORD Almighty. 

 

Second Lesson 

Philippians 1:2-11 

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because 

of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a 

good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or 

defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for 

all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that 

you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the 

fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

 

(Please Stand) 

 

 



Alleluia and Verse  

 

 

 

Holy Gospel 

P The Holy Gospel, according to St Luke the 3rd chapter.  

 

 

 

Luke 3:1-18 

3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 

Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—

 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, 

    every mountain and hill made low. 

The crooked roads shall become straight, 

    the rough ways smooth. 
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 

from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 

have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 

Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut 

down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 

11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has 

food should do the same.” 

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 

13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 

14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.” 



15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the 

Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, 

the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 

winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn 

up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed 

the good news to them. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 
 

 
Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

(Please Sit) 

 

 

354 Arise, O Christian People 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
Message Christmas Classics:  How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

 

Offering 

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer.  As a reminder, you may submit your 

offerings 1) in the collection plate,  2) via the Church Center App,  3)by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland 

Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,  4) via Church Center - you can find a link on the Worship Live page of our 

website,  or 5) by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve 

section of our website).   

(Please Stand) 

Announcements 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor:  O Lord, our God, You declared Israel to be Your people and brought them out of Egypt. You desired 

their salvation even when they would not listen to Your voice. Since You have called and gathered us also to be 

Your people, open our hearts to listen and gladly submit to Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Almighty God, as You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of the Lord, send forth pastors and 

missionaries to declare Your saving Word to the nations. Preserve them from temptation, protect them in 



suffering and equip them with every good gift to make known the Christ who still comes to save. Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

 People:  hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, as You call and gather us into Your family, so bless the households of this 

congregation. Bless husbands and wives, fathers and mothers as they go about their work of strengthening 

marriage and raising children. Let their love abound more and more, with knowledge and discernment, and fill 

their homes with the righteousness that comes through Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Merciful Lord, Your forerunner prepared the way for the One who is mightier than all: Your Son, Jesus 

Christ. For His sake, we entrust to You those in need of healing, comfort and rescue. Have mercy upon them, 

deliver them according to Your will and strengthen them in faith, that they might be assured of Your 

faithfulness. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Holy God, You sent Your Son to purify us, that we might be righteous and holy before You. Deliver us 

from the love of sin, which defiles us and stains our works. Cleanse our hearts by Your grace, so that we may 

delight in Your promises and our works would be pleasing to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who 

died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.  

All:  Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

 

331 The Advent of Our King 



 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 

 


