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BN A four week series on Christ becoming
visible in our world
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Btism

(Pastor John)

Why did Jesus need to be baptized by John?



The Baptism of Our Lord - January 12, 2025
9:00am Order of Worship
Intimate Encounters: Baptism

Prelude / Welcome

397 As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad-ness men of old Did the guid-ing star be-hold;

2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav - ior, to Thy low-1ly bed,

3 As they of-fered gifts most rare At Thy cra-dle, rude and bare,

4 Ho-ly Je -sus, ev - ry day Keep us in the nar-row way;

5 In the heav’n-ly coun - try bright Need they no cre - at - ed light;
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As  with joy they hailed its light, Lead - ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;
There to  bend the knee be - fore Thee, whom heav’'n and earth a - dore;
So may we with ho -1ly joy, Pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
And when earth-ly things are past, Bring our ran-somed souls at last
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down;
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So, most gra-cious Lord, may we Ev - er-more be led by Thee.
So may we with will - ing feet Ev - er seek Thy mer-cy seat.
All our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glo - ry hide.
There for-ev -er may we sing Al - le - lu - ias to our King.

Invocation & Confession
In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
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But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
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Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His



authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Kyrie (sB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and
anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your
children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson
Isaiah 43:1-7

43 But now, this is what the LORD says—
he who created you, Jacob,
he who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.
3For | am the LoRrD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;
I give Egypt for your ransom,
Cush and Seba in your stead.
4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight,
and because | love you,
I will give people in exchange for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
5Do not be afraid, for I am with you;
I will bring your children from the east
and gather you from the west.
6T will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’
Bring my sons from afar
and my daughters from the ends of the earth—
"everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

(Please Sit)



Second Lesson
Romans 6:1-11

6 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means! We are those
who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 2 Or don’t you know that all of us who were

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live
a new life.

5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a
resurrection like his. ® For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might
be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free
from sin.

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. ® For we know that since Christ was
raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 1° The death he died, he died to
sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel

) The Holy Gospel, according to St Luke the 3™ chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

Luke 3:15-22

15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the
Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than | will come,
the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” * And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed
the good news to them.

19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the
other evil things he had done, ?° Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.



21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was
opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven:
“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life =}« everlasting. Amen.

(Please Sit)
405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord
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1 To Jor - dan’s r1iv - er came our Lord, The Christ, whom
2 The Sav - ior came to be bap -tized— The  Son of
3 As Je - sus in  the Jor - dan stood And John bap -
4 Then from God’s throne with thun - d’rous sound Came God’s own
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heav’n-ly  hosts a - dored, The God from God, the
God in flesh dis-guised— To stand be - neath the

tized the Lamb of  God, The Ho - ly Spir - i,
voice with words pro - found: “This is My Son,” was
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Light from Light, The Lord of glo - ry, pow’r, and might.
Fa - ther’s will And all His righ-teous-ness ful - fill.
heav’n - ly dove, De - scend-ed on Him from a - bove.
His de - cree, “The one I love, who pleas - es Me.”

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight

Anointed Christ in glorious sight

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall

To save the world and free us all.
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6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Message Intimate Encounters: Baptism

Offering

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) via the Church Center App, 3)by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland
Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio, 4) via Church Center - you can find a link on the Worship Live page of our
website, or 5) by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve
section of our website).

(Please Stand)
Announcements

Prayer of the Church

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Blessed Lord, You wonderfully foreshadowed the promise of Baptism in the passing of Your people through
the Red Sea and Jordan River. In Christ and by His Baptism, You have kept Your Word and made Baptism the
water of new life. Give us Your Holy Spirit, that we would walk as the new and holy people You have declared
us to be. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: We give You thanks that You call and gather the baptized into Your Church, especially those who were
baptized here at Royal Redeemer. Continue to prosper the good work of preaching the Gospel and
administering the life-giving Sacraments for church workers in all places, that their ministry would be faithful
and fruitful. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord God, Your Son, Jesus, is the Christ and the true King of this world. Grant great humility to the
rulers of the nations, that they would submit to the preaching of His Holy Word for the sake of their own souls
and for the good of Your holy people. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor: We give You thanks for standing with us in times of weakness, illness, despair and death. Give us every
aid of Your Holy Spirit, that we may endure these afflictions and find comfort in the healing wounds of our
Savior. Be with those especially that we remember in our hearts now. (Pause for reflection) Lord, in Your
mercy,



People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself with the Holy Spirit in the fullness of grace at the
Baptism of Your dear Son. With Your voice, You directed us to the One who has borne our sins, that we may
receive grace and forgiveness. Keep us, we implore You, in the true faith. Since we have been baptized in
accordance with Your command and the example of Your Son, strengthen our faith by Your Holy Spirit and
lead us to everlasting life and salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I~ give you peace.

400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning
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1 Bright - est and  best of the stars of the morn-ing,
2 Cold on His cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 Shall we not yield Him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion,
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - tion,
5 Bright - est and  best of the stars of the morn-ing,
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Dawn on our dark - ness and lend us thine aid;
Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall;
Fra - grance of E - dom and of - f'rings di - vine,
Vain - ly with gifts would His fa - vor se - cure.

Dawn on our dark - ness and lend us thine aid;
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Star of the East, the ho - i - zon a - dorn - ing,
An - gels a - dore Him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
Gems of the moun - tain and  pearls of the 0 cean,
Rich - er by far is the  heart’'s ad - o - ra - tion;
Star of the East, the ho - i - zon a - dorn - ing,
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Guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er is laid.
Mak - er and Mon - arch and Sav - dor of all.
Myrrh from the for - est and gold from the mine?
Dear - er to God are the prayers of the poor.
Guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er is laid.




