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INTIMATE
EFNCOUNTERS

A four week series on Christ becoming
visible in our world

Incarnate Son

(Pastor Ben)

Where do you experience the tension between
cultural pressures and radical devotion to Jesus?



Prelude / Welcome

Epiphany - January 5, 2025
9:00am Order of Worship

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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Intimate Encounters: Incarnate Son
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King

Invocation & Confession

Amen.
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and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your



will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Kyrie LSB 168
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace f[rom a-bove and lor our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of Ged,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to
the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness
of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

RERF

(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Isaiah 60:1-6

60 “Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2 See, darkness covers the earth
and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
and his glory appears over you.
3 Nations will come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

4“Lift up your eyes and look about you:
All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
and your daughters are carried on the hip.
5Then you will look and be radiant,
your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,



to you the riches of the nations will come.
6 Herds of camels will cover your land,
young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
bearing gold and incense
and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

Second Lesson
Ephesians 3:1-12
3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—

2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, ®that is, the
mystery made known to me by revelation, as | have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be
able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, > which was not made known to people in other
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. ® This mystery is that
through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers
together in the promise in Christ Jesus.

"I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his

power. & Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the
Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, °and to make plain to everyone the administration of this

mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 19 His intent was that now, through
the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
realms, 1 according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. *? In him and through
faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.

(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse [SB 173
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.



Matthew 2:1-12

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.”

3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all
the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. °“In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:

6<“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.””

"Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. & He sent
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so
that I too may go and worship him.”

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of
them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 1° When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. *2 And having been
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.



And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and we look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please Sit)
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Message Intimate Encounters: Incarnate Son

Offering
15t Sunday 2"¢ Offering Pathways to Hope

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,3)
by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our
website), or 4) via the Church Center. You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website.

Announcements
(Please Stand)



Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Holy God, eternal Light, the darkness of sin covers the earth and its peoples. Let the light of the Gospel lead us
to Him who was born King of the Jews. Give us humble and grateful hearts that bow down and worship Him
and willingly offer the most precious gifts we have to give. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: From distant lands and far off places, You gather a people to bear Your name and live in the light of
Your Word. Bless the Church, that she may be united in doctrine, live in harmony and peace, and labor to bring
the light of Christ to those still dwelling in darkness and death. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: You have established Your Church and drawn into her people from every race, tribe and nation. Bless
those entrusted with the leadership of the Church. Give to pastors and missionaries the boldness of Your Spirit,
that they may proclaim the saving truth of Your Word without fear. Bless those who hear, that they may be
brought to faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Holy God, eternal Light, the psalmist begged that You would endow the king with Your justice. Grant
the same gift to the leaders of our nation and every nation. Fill them with wisdom, compassion and care, so that,
unlike Herod, they would seek to uphold life and watch over the welfare of the governed. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Give to all people the comfort of Your presence, healing according to Your will, relief in suffering, and
an end to the terrors of mind and heart. We pray especially for those who we now name silently in our hearts....
Sustain the weary with Your Word, the wounded with hope and the dying with peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: You have made us Your chosen people, members of Christ’s Body, co-heirs with Him of all the riches
of Your grace, including the privilege of this holy table. Bless our communion in Christ and bring peace and
unity, that we may see the day when no divisions prevent us from kneeling in Your presence and receiving this
blessed Sacrament for the life and salvation of all. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: May Your light shine on us and bring forth the fruits of repentance in our daily lives. Give us
confidence in Your Word, that we would embrace Your holy will without fear. Hear and answer us, we pray,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

All: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Communion Liturgy ~ Preface

RERERE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface & Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen.

Therefore, gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we pray with
repentant joy that You would forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word
and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood, as He bids us
do, and gather us from the ends of the earth to celebrate the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Along with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your holy name evermore
praising You and saying:
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Words of Institution

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 180
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joy I bring, Where - of I now will say and sing:
Sav - ior be From all your sins to set you free.
in - fant laid By whom the heav’'ns and earth were made.”
set a - part For You to dwell with - in my heart.

14 My heart for very joy must leap;
My lips no more can silence keep.

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradlesong:

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Who unto us His Son has giv'n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Veiled in flesh the

God-head see,

Amen.
380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!

Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
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