
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Spiritual Warfare 
(Pastor Ben) 

 
 

 

 

 

What if your greatest temptation isn’t to fail in your calling,  

but to succeed in the wrong way? 

 

 

 

 

 

February 16, 2025 

9:00am Worship 



6th Sunday After the Epiphany – February 16, 2025 
9:00am Order of Worship   

Vocation: Spiritual Warfare 
 

Prelude / Welcome 

 

837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref–1, 3–4, 6 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Invocation & Confession 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 



authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace   

 

Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 171 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

C O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer 

the consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to 

the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

(Please Sit) 

 

First Lesson 

Exodus 18:13-26 

13 The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they stood around him from morning 

till evening. 14 When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people, he said, “What is this you 

are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand around you from morning 

till evening?” 

15 Moses answered him, “Because the people come to me to seek God’s will. 16 Whenever they have a dispute, it 

is brought to me, and I decide between the parties and inform them of God’s decrees and instructions.” 

17 Moses’ father-in-law replied, “What you are doing is not good. 18 You and these people who come to you will 

only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. 19 Listen now to me and I 

will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must be the people’s representative before God and 

bring their disputes to him. 20 Teach them his decrees and instructions, and show them the way they are to 

live and how they are to behave. 21 But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy 

men who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 22 Have 

them serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every difficult case to you; the simple cases 



they can decide themselves. That will make your load lighter, because they will share it with you. 23 If you do 

this and God so commands, you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go home satisfied.” 

24 Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said. 25 He chose capable men from all Israel and 

made them leaders of the people, officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 26 They served as 

judges for the people at all times. The difficult cases they brought to Moses, but the simple ones they decided 

themselves. 

 

Second Lesson 

1 Corinthians 14:26-33 

26 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of 

instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built 

up. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and someone must 

interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to 

God. 

29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. 30 And if a revelation 

comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 31 For you can all prophesy in turn so that 

everyone may be instructed and encouraged. 32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of 

prophets. 33 For God is not a God of disorder but of peace—as in all the congregations of the Lord’s people. 

 

(Please Stand) 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 

 
 
 
Holy Gospel 

P The Holy Gospel, according to St Matthew the 4th chapter.  
 

 

 
 

 

Matthew 4:1-11 

4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and 

forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 

become bread.” 



4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.’” 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the 

Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

    and they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him 

only.’” 

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

 

P 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
Nicene Creed 

C We believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

     the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

     glorified, 



     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and we look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 (Please Sit) 

 

 

644 The Church’s One Foundation sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Message Vocation: Spiritual Warfare 
 

Offering 
 
Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer.  As a reminder, you may submit your 

offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,3) 

by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our 

website), or 4) via the Church Center.  You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website. 

 

Announcements 

(Please Stand) 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

  



Merciful God, You have called us to serve You in our daily vocations, equipping us with gifts for the good of 

others and the glory of Your name. Yet, we confess that we often seek success on our own terms - valuing 

power over humility, control over trust, and recognition over faithfulness. Forgive us, Lord, and by Your Spirit, 

strengthen us to follow Christ’s example, resisting the temptations that would lead us away from Your will, so 

that we may serve with wisdom, integrity, and love.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord God, You bestow favor and honor and withhold nothing from those who walk uprightly. Bless 

parents and those who teach children Your ways, that generations to come would love Your promises, walk in 

Your truth and dwell in Your house. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O Lord, preserve us from the ways of the wicked, and prosper us in Your paths. We commend to You all 

who bear office in our land and ask You to make them a blessing to those they serve. Grant to us every joy in 

the calling You have given to us, that we would render service to You in our works of love toward our 

neighbor. Remember those in need of honest labor and daily bread, and give them gainful employment 

according to Your good and gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.  

Pastor: Merciful God, hear our prayer for those who are troubled by any evil spirit, temptation, memory or 

thought; for the sick; and for all who need Your healing. Send forth Your power in the name of Christ Jesus, 

that they would hear Your Word and experience relief. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Bless all who trust in You and come to eat the holy body and precious blood of Christ for the 

forgiveness of their sins in the blessed Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O Lord, Your Son is risen from the dead and has promised that He is the firstfruits from among those 

who sleep. Preserve us in Christ Jesus with hope beyond this life. Comfort those who 

mourn [especially _____________] with the certainty of Christ’s resurrection, and grant us to live in confident 

expectation. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father, plant us as trees by the stream of Christ, our Savior. Root us securely in His 

Word and wisdom. Do not let us turn from You, nor put our trust in man and this flesh, which fail. Preserve us 

from all anxiety, and take our fears away through right fear of You. Cause us, by Your Holy Spirit, to bear 

much fruit and, when affliction and persecution come, to stand firm and rejoice at the great reward that is laid 

up for those who trust in You; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 



     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Communion Liturgy ~ Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface & Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; For in the mystery of the Word made flesh, You have made known 

Your love, calling us not only to faith in Christ but also to lives of service in His 

name. By Your grace, You place us in families, workplaces, and communities, 

that in our vocations we may bear witness to Your kingdom and serve Christ 

Himself in our neighbor. 

  

Therefore, gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we pray with 

repentant joy that You would forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word 

and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood, as He bids us 

do, and gather us from the ends of the earth to celebrate the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Along with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your holy name evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



408 Come, Join in Cana’s Feast 

 

 

 
 
 
Post-Communion Canticle 
Thank the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray.  

A We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 

 

 

 

 

 

 


