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HUMAN FLOURISHING

A Better Question

(Pastor Ben)

What question do your vocations answer?



7th Sunday After the Epiphany - February 23, 2025
9:00am Order of Worship
Vocation: A Better Question

Prelude / Welcome

868 Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun
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1 A - wake, my soul, and with the sun Thy dai - ly
2 In con - ver - sa - tion be sin - cere, Thy con - science
3 Al praise to Thee, who  safe hast kept And hast re -
4 Lord, I my vows to Thee re - new; Dis - perse my
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stage  of du - ty run; Shake off dull sloth  and
as the noon - day clear; Think how theall - see - ing
freshed me while I slept; Grant, Lord, when | from
sins as morn - ing dew; Guard my first springs of
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joy - ful rise To pay thy morn -ing sac - ri - fice.

God thy ways And all thy se - cret thoughts sur - veys.
death  shall wake, I may of end - less light par - take.
thought and will And with Thy - self my spir - it  fill.

5 Direct, control, suggest this day

All I design or do or say

That all my pow'rs with all their might
In Thy sole glory may unite.

6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Invocation & Confession
In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
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But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
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Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done



and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
)
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
#hm%ﬂg—ﬂ—ﬂf h - m— o
9 | e e

You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we may be defended
against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Nehemiah 1:1-11
1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah:

In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while | was in the citadel of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers,
came from Judah with some other men, and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the
exile, and also about Jerusalem.

3 They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace.
The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.”

4When | heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days | mourned and fasted and prayed before the
God of heaven. ® Then I said:

“LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love
him and keep his commandments, © let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant
is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. | confess the sins we Israelites,
including myself and my father’s family, have committed against you. ’ We have acted very wickedly toward
you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses.

8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you
among the nations, ° but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the
farthest horizon, | will gather them from there and bring them to the place | have chosen as a dwelling for my
Name.’

10“They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty
hand. * Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who



delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor in the presence of this

2

man.

| was cupbearer to the king.

Second Lesson
Hebrews 12:1-3

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 2 Consider him who endured such opposition
from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel

) The Holy Gospel, according to St Luke the 10™ chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

Luke 10:25-37

250n one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit
eternal life?”

26 <“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

2" He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.””

28<«You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers.
They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 3! A priest happened to be
going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. %2 So too, a Levite, when



he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 3 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where
the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring
on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. ** The
next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,” he said, ‘and when I return, I
will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’

36 «“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

(Please Sit)
857 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way
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1 Lord, help us walk  Your ser - vant way Wher -
2 You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, But
3 No gold - en scep - ter but a towel You
4 You bid us bend  our hu - man pride Nor

5 Lord, help us walk  Your ser - vant way Wher -
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ev - er love may lead And, bend - ing low, for -
pow’r You laid a - side. You lived Your years in
place with - in the hands Of those who seek to
count our - selves a - bove The low - est place, the
ev - er love may lead And, bend - ing low, for -
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get - ting self, Each serve the oth - er’s need.
ser - vant - hood; In low - 1i - ness You died.
fol - low You And  live by Your com - mands.
mean - est task That waits the gift of love.
get - ting self, Each serve the oth - er’s need.

Message Vocation: A Better Question

Offering

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) via the Church Center App, 3)by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland
Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio, 4) via Church Center - you can find a link on the Worship Live page of our
website, or 5) by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve
section of our website).

(Please Stand)
Announcements

Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Gracious God, You have called Your people to live by faith, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter
of our faith. Strengthen Your Church to run with endurance the race set before us, casting aside every hindrance
and sin that entangles us. Keep us steadfast in Your Word and faithful in our witness, so that in all things, Christ
may be glorified. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, You raised up Nehemiah to pray for and serve Your people in their time of need. Give
leaders in Your Church and in our communities wisdom, courage, and integrity, that they may seek justice, love
mercy, and walk humbly with You. Grant them hearts that trust in Your provision and hands ready for the work
You place before them. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Almighty God, Your Son, our Lord, commanded us to love even our enemies, do good to those who
hate us and pray for those who persecute us. We implore You, by Your gracious visitation, lead our enemies to
true repentance and to have the same love, be of one accord, and share one mind and heart with us and with
Your whole Church. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.



Pastor: Merciful God, give us guidance amid the changes and chances of this mortal life. Deliver us from the
pangs of doubt and the paralysis of fear. Let us know our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the power of His resurrection
with joy, that we may not surrender to anxiety or despair. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Righteous Lord, uphold civil authority and those responsible for the welfare of our nation, state and
community. Help them steadfastly to pursue the cause of justice and protect life from beginning to natural end.
Guard all first responders, and protect those who defend us here or abroad. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, according to Your will grant healing to the sick and infirm [especially those we name
in a moment of silence]. Grant them patience to endure their time of suffering, and crown their days with Your
mercy. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord, You give us vocations as a means of loving and serving others. As we seek to discern the work
You have prepared for us, give us wisdom to choose our callings in ways that reflect Your kingdom. Whether in
our workplaces, homes, or communities, help us to see our labor as service to You and a blessing to others. Let
us work not for selfish gain, but for the good of our neighbor and the glory of Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

People: Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1+ give you peace.



795 Voices Raised to You We Offer
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1 Voic - es raised to You we of - fer; Tune them, God, for
2 All cre - a - tion joins to praise You; Earth and sky Your
3 Christ, the song of Love in - car - nate, Touch - ing earth with
4 Spir - it, flam-ing through cre - a - tion, Kin - dle faith with -
SHow <can an -y praise we of - fer Mea - sure all the
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songs of praise. Hearts and hands we bring in trib - ute
works dis - play. Art and mu - sic, gifts You lend us,
heav - en’s grace, For Your liv - ing, suf-f’ring, dy - ing,

in each heart. Lift our voic - es high in cho - rus;
thanks we owe? Take our hearts and hands and voic-es—
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For Your gifts through all our days. Al - le-lu - ia!
We e turn to You to - day. Al - le-lu - ia!
For Your ris - ing, hear our praise! Al - le-lu - ial
Through our hands Your love im - part. Al - le-lu - ia!
Gifts of love we can be - stow. Al - le-lu - ia!
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Al-le - lu -ia! Tri - une God, to You we sing!
Al -le - lu -i1a! God, Cre - a - tor, source of life!
Al -le - lu - 1a! Christ, Re - deem - er, Lord of life!
Al -le - lu - ia! Spir - it, Help - er, breath of life!
Al -1le - lu-ia! Tri - une God, to You we sing!




