
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you entertain evil thoughts?  
(Pastor Ben) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever caught yourself thinking something unkind or judgmental? 
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Third Sunday in Lent – March 23, 2025 
9:00am Order of Worship  

That’s a Great Question:  Why do you entertain evil thoughts? 

 

Prelude / Welcome 

 

419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Invocation & Confession 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 

 
 
956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please Sit) 

 

First Lesson 

Psalm 139:1-4, 23-24 

1 You have searched me, LORD, 

    and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; 

    you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; 

    you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue 

    you, LORD, know it completely. 

23 Search me, God, and know my heart; 

    test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24 See if there is any offensive way in me, 

    and lead me in the way everlasting. 

 

Second Lesson 

Ephesians 4:22-32 

22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by 

its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be 

like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of 

one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give 

the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something 

useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need. 

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others 

up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 

God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

C O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have 

gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and 

steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 

other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

 
 (Please Stand) 

Lenten Verse  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Holy Gospel 
 

P The Holy Gospel, according to St Matthew the 9th chapter.  

 
 

 

Matthew 9:1-8 

9 Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some men brought to him a paralyzed 

man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” 

3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!” 

4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is easier: to 

say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has 

authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go 

home.” 7 Then the man got up and went home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they 

praised God, who had given such authority to man. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 
 

 



953 We All Believe in One True God 

 

 

 
 

 

(Please Sit) 
 
 

571 God Loved the World So That He Gave sts. 1–3 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Message That’s a Great Question: Why do you entertain evil thoughts? 

 

Offering 

 

 

 



Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer.  As a reminder, you may submit your 

offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,3) 

by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our 

website), or 4) via the Church Center.  You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website. 

 

(Please Stand) 

Announcements 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Gracious Father, You have given Your Church the truth that sets us free in Christ. Yet, we confess that we are 

often tempted to entertain doubts, fears, and lies that pull us away from Your Word. Fill Your people with faith, 

that we may dwell on what is good, noble, and true, holding fast to Your promises even when the world and our 

own hearts deceive us. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Merciful Lord, You take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but desire that they turn from evil and 

live. Give pastors courage to warn of sin and death. Give all Christians strength to defend that message. Turn 

sinners to life by the proclamation of Christ, who delivers from all unrighteousness. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, let Your Word dwell richly in our families, shaping us to reflect Your grace. Replace 

resentment with kindness, insecurity with confidence in Your love, and division with reconciliation. Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: God of all, grant wisdom and integrity to those in authority, that they may lead with justice and truth. 

Where power is twisted by deception or selfish ambition, bring repentance and a renewed commitment to 

serving the common good. Let those who govern be guided not by fear or falsehood, but by wisdom and 

righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Faithful God, when sickness and suffering overwhelm us, it is easy to believe the lies that we are 

forgotten, abandoned, or beyond hope. Speak Your truth to those who are struggling—remind them that You 

are near, that You are able to heal, and that their suffering does not define them. Grant strength, comfort, and 

healing according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: God of compassion, through the abundance of Your steadfast love You gather us into Your house and to 

Your Supper. Give all who commune this day a holy fear of Your wrath towards sin and faith in Your promises, 

that they would receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord of life, You have brought us into Your vineyard and appointed us to bear good fruit. Receive our 

thanks for Your patience, and grant that we would show Your love and grace in all that we say and do; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

All: Amen. 

 

 



Lord's Prayer 

C 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Benedicamus LSB 218 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now sts. 1–3, 5 

 

 

 



 
 


