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Third Sunday of Easter - May 4, 2025
9:00am Order of Worship
That’s a Great Question (Part Il): How can Christianity be the only true religion?

Prelude / Welcome

477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven
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1 Al -1le - lu-ia, al - 1le-lu-ia! Hearts to heav’n and voic - es raise:
2 Al - le - lu -ia, Christ is ris-en! Death at last has met de-feat:
A3 Al-le -lu-ia, al-le-Ilu-ia! Glo - ry be to God on high:
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Sing to God a hymn of glad-ness, Sing to God a hymn of praise;
See the an-cient pow’rs of e - vil In con - fu - sion and re-treat;
Al -le-1lu-ia to the Sav -ior Who has gained the vic - to - ry;
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He who on the cross a vic-tim For the world’s sal - va-tion bled—
Once He died, and once was bur-ied: Now He lives for -ev - er - more,
Al - le -lu-ia to the Spir-it, Fount of love and sanc-ti - ty!
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Je-sus Christ, the King of Glo - ry, Now is ris - en from the dead.
Je-sus Christ, the world’s Re-deem - er, Whom we wor-ship and a - dore.

Al-le - lu-1ia, al - le-lu - ia To the tri-une Maj - es - ty!

Invocation & Confession
In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
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Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Kyrie LSB 168
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(A] In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor - ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.



f)
P 4
:%ﬁ“u P— p—

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

This Is the Feast [(SB 171
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - ln - ia.
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God and the Lamb for - ev-err A - men.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God,
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for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun  His reign.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world.
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death,
perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Isaiah 45:18-25

18 For this is what the LORD says—
he who created the heavens,
he is God;
he who fashioned and made the earth,
he founded it;
he did not create it to be empty,
but formed it to be inhabited—
he says:
“I am the LORD,
and there is no other.
191 have not spoken in secret,
from somewhere in a land of darkness;
I have not said to Jacob’s descendants,
‘Seek me in vain.’
I, the LORD, speak the truth;
I declare what is right.

20“Gather together and come;
assemble, you fugitives from the nations.



Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood,
who pray to gods that cannot save.
21 Declare what is to be, present it—
let them take counsel together.
Who foretold this long ago,
who declared it from the distant past?
Was it not |, the LORD?
And there is no God apart from me,
a righteous God and a Savior;
there is none but me.

22“Turn to me and be saved,
all you ends of the earth;
for I am God, and there is no other.
23 By myself | have sworn,
my mouth has uttered in all integrity
a word that will not be revoked:
Before me every knee will bow;
by me every tongue will swear.
24 They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone
are deliverance and strength.””
All who have raged against him
will come to him and be put to shame.
25 But all the descendants of Israel
will find deliverance in the LORD
and will make their boast in him.

Second Lesson
Acts 17:16-18, 22-34

16 \While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of

idols. " So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace
day by day with those who happened to be there. 8 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to
debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this babbler trying to say?”” Others remarked, “He seems to be
advocating foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the
resurrection.

22 paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way you
are very religious. 22 For as | walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, | even found an
altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is
what | am going to proclaim to you.

24“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in
temples built by human hands. 2° And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he
himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they
should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their
lands. 2" God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not
far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets have
said, ‘We are his offspring.’

29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or
stone—an image made by human design and skill. 2° In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he
commands all people everywhere to repent. 3! For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by
the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”



32When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, “We want to hear
you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 3 Some of the people became followers of Paul and
believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a
number of others.

(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse [SB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel

) The Holy Gospel, according to St Matthew the 7" chapter.

f) ¢ | |

T
—

Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

Matthew 7:13-14
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many

enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,



begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and we look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please Sit)
655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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Son And bring to naught all He has done.
we May sing Your praise e - ter - nal - ly.
strife And lead us out of death to life.

Message That’s a Great Question (Part Il): How can Christianity be the only true religion?

Offering
15t Sunday 2" Offering

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your



offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,3)
by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our
website), or 4) via the Church Center. You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website.

Announcements
(Please Stand)

Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Worthy are You, O Lord, to receive the praise and thanksgiving of Your people. For You have sent Your Son as
the Lamb to ransom us by His blood and make us a kingdom of priests in Your service. Bless Your Church, that
all we endeavor to do in Your name may be in accord with Your will. Accomplish Your holy purpose in calling
many joyfully to know Your redemption. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Ever-living God, You lead Your Church by blessing them with Pastors and leaders, yet you also sustain
them in times of interim. Hold this congregation close to Your heart during this time of transition. Mend
broken hearts and stir up all those baptized into Your name to the service of Your Church and restore unto them
to joy of the Lord. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, one generation of Your saints commends Your works to another. As we have received
Your glorious Gospel, grant all fathers and mothers strong and joyful faith to declare Your mighty acts to the
generation to come. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord enthroned in heaven, You have ordered all the nations of the earth and have set Your Church
among them to shepherd them unto eternal life. Hear the prayers we continually offer for our rulers, and grant
them faithful and peaceful governance. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord of life, You are glorified in the sufferings of Your faithful people. Teach us to trust You through all
our trials and graciously bear up those who struggle among us, that they would know the fullness of Your love.
Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Merciful God, You gave Your Son to be the Lamb. He has given us His own flesh to be our food and
His very blood to be our drink. Give us Your Holy Spirit so that we who approach His table may receive His
gifts with repentant hearts and faith, that what we receive with our lips we may keep in holy hearts and show
forth in holy lives. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord, You are holy, and You sanctify us in Christ. Give us strength during temptation, courage in times
of fear, comfort in distress and resolve in the face of persecution. Help us to abound in hope in every
circumstance; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.
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rd’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

e Communion Liturgy ~ Preface
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface & Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen.

Therefore, gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we pray with
repentant joy that You would forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word
and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood, as He bids us
do, and gather us from the ends of the earth to celebrate the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Along with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your holy name evermore
praising You and saying:
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Words of Institution
Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 180
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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470 O Sons and Daughters of the King
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10 sons and daugh - ters of the King, @ Whom heav’'n - ly
2 That Eas - ter morn, at break of day, The faith - ful
3 An an - gel clad in white they see, Who Sits and
4 That night thea - pos - tles met in fear; A - mong them
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hosts in glo-ry sing, To - day the grave has lost its sting!
wom - en wenttheir way To seek the tomb where Je - sus lay.
speaks un - to the three, “Your Lord will go to Gal-1 - lee”
came their mas-ter dear And said, “My peace be withyou  here.”
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Al - le - lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard

That they had seen the risen Lord,

He doubted the disciples’ word.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see,

And look upon My hands, My feet;

Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

7 No longer Thomas then denied;

He saw the feet, the hands, the side;

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

8 How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9 On this most holy day of days

Be laud and jubilee and praise:

To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.
465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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1 Now all the vault of heav’n re - sounds In
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30 fill us, Lord, with daunt-less love; Set
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with the heav’n-ly bless-ed sing: “Christ has tri - umphed!
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He is liv - ing!” Sing, choirs of  an - gels, loud and
He is liv - ing!” Now still. He comes to give us
through Your tri - umph; Grant  grace suf - fi - cient for life’s
Al - le-lu - 1ial” Be to the Fa - ther and our
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here: “Christ has tri - umphed! Christ has tri - umphed!”
strife. Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!
say: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!”
God, All the glo - 1y, nev -er end - ing!
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Al-le - Tu - 1ia, al-le - Iu ia, al-le-1u - ia!
Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu ia, al-le-lu - ia!
Al-le - Tu - 1ia, al-le - Iu ia, al-le-lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu ia, al-le-1u - ia!




