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The Danger of False Prophets

(Pastor John)

What is the warning to us about false prophets?



Prelude / Welcome

10th Sunday After Pentecost - August 17, 2025
9:00am Order of Worship
The Danger of False Prophets
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is  your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; Lift up your
3 Cast care a - side, lean on your guide; His bound-less
4 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He chang - es
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strength, and  Christ your right. Lay hold on life, and
eyes, and  seek His face. Life with its way be -
mer - cy will pro - vide. Trust, and en - dur - ing
not who  holds you dear; On - ly be-lieve, and
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it shall be  Your joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.
fore us lies; Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
faith  shall prove Christ is your life and Christ your love.
you will see  That Christ is all e - ter - nal - ly.

Invocation & Confession

Amen.
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If we say we have no sin,

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen
Passing of the Peace



Kyrie LSB 168
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(A] In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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for the well-being of the Church of God,
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For the peace of the whole world,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - ln - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb  who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are His.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
f) # J | | L
&% o~ 1. ) e
A e
Iu - ia. Sing with all the peo - ple of
f) # | | L | J J |
s — | — | — i ] l i
qu_# 7 * o | 5 o P ]
[ —_— =
God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:
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God and the Lamb for - ev - er.

men.
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for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun  His reign.
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Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of Christ.
United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive with thanksgiving
the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow in His way; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Jeremiah 23:16-29
16 This is what the LORD Almighty says:

“Do not listen to what the prophets are prophesying to you;
they fill you with false hopes.
They speak visions from their own minds,
not from the mouth of the LORD.
17 They keep saying to those who despise me,
“The LORD says: You will have peace.’
And to all who follow the stubbornness of their hearts
they say, ‘No harm will come to you.’
18 But which of them has stood in the council of the LORD
to see or to hear his word?
Who has listened and heard his word?
19 See, the storm of the LORD
will burst out in wrath,
a whirlwind swirling down
on the heads of the wicked.
20 The anger of the LORD will not turn back
until he fully accomplishes
the purposes of his heart.
In days to come
you will understand it clearly.
217 did not send these prophets,



yet they have run with their message;
I did not speak to them,

yet they have prophesied.
22 But if they had stood in my council,

they would have proclaimed my words to my people
and would have turned them from their evil ways

and from their evil deeds.

23«“Am I only a God nearby,”
declares the LORD,

“and not a God far away?
24Who can hide in secret places

so that I cannot see them?”
declares the LORD.

“Do not I fill heaven and earth?”
declares the LORD.

25¢T have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a

dream!” 26 How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their
own minds? 2’ They think the dreams they tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as their
ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let
the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?” declares the LORD. ** “Is not
my word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

Second Lesson
Hebrews 11:17-31

17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the promises was
about to sacrifice his one and only son, '¥ even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your
offspring will be reckoned.” 1 Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of
speaking he did receive Isaac back from death.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.

21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of
his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave
instructions concerning the burial of his bones.

23 By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary
child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.

24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to
be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He regarded
disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to
his reward. 2’ By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is
invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn
would not touch the firstborn of Israel.

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they
were drowned.

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days.

31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were
disobedient.



(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse [SB 173
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel

P) The Holy Gospel, according to St Matthew the 7" chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

Matthew 7:15-23

15 «“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious
wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from
thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. ¥ A good tree cannot bear
bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. !° Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. 2° Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.

21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the
will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?” 23 Then I will tell
them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,



God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and we look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please Sit)

583 God Has Spoken by His Prophets
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1 God has spo-ken by His proph-ets, Spo - ken His un - chang - ing Word;
2 God has spo-ken by Christ Je - sus, Christ, the ev-er - last - ing Son,
3 God is speak-ing by His Spir - it, Speak-ing to our hearts a - gain,
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Each from age to age pro-claim-ing God, the one, the righ-teous Lord.
Bright-ness of the Fa-ther’s glo - ry, With the Fa-ther ev - er one;
In the age-less Word de - clar - ing His own mes-sage, now as then.
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In theworld’s de-spair and tur-moil, One firm an - chor holds us fast:

Spo - ken by the Word In - car-nate, God of God, be - fore time was;
Through the rise and fall of na-tions One sure faith yet stand-ing fast;
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God is king, His throne e - ter - nal; God the first, and God the last.

Light of Light, to earth de-scend-ing, He re-veals our God to us.
God a-bides, His Word un-chang-ing; God the first, and God the last.
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Message The Danger of False Prophets

Offering

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,3)
by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our
website), or 4) via the Church Center. You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website.

Announcements
(Please Stand)

Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Dear Heavenly Father, you warn us of the dangers of false prophets, who don’t speak Your Word or Your will,
because they can lead us away from Your true Gospel of salvation through Christ alone. But we confess that at
times we are tempted to follow false prophets when they say things that we want to hear that seemingly promise
to make our lives on earth easier. Forgive us and lead us in the power of Your Holy Spirit to listen to and obey
only Your Word of Law and Gospel. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O Lord, bless this congregation and our life together around the Word and table of the Lord. Grant that
the work of God would go forth from this place, and that it would bless and prosper all things according to His
will. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, be with those who have wandered from the faith, those who have been absent from the
Lord’s house, and those we have been hurt or wounded in word and deed. Especially those who have been led
astray by false prophets. Bring them back to the faith that they would know the forgiveness of Christ and disrupt
the effectiveness of false prophets. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord God, You called Jeremiah as a youth and used Him in Your service. We give You thanks for the
young Christians You have made Your children. By Your Word, strengthen them for daily life, and help them
to grow as Your people. Keep them and all youth in Your care. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Almighty God, You shepherd the nations according to Your Word. Grant our rulers wisdom and faith to
serve for the good of their people and to promote peace and quietness for the flourishing of every godly
endeavor. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Merciful Lord, grant healing to the sick, especially to those who we now name silently in our hearts...
strengthen the weak, give us endurance to bear up under trial, patience to await His deliverance, and peace at
the last. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Holy One, sanctify and keep all who come to Your table this day by Your Word and Holy Spirit, that
they would receive the body and blood of Your Son in sincere repentance and firm faith and to their abundant
blessing, bringing forth the fruits thereof in peace and joy. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.



Pastor: Almighty Father, Your dear Son suffered and died for our redemption. Embolden us by the witness of
that great company of saints who remained faithful unto death, that we would likewise fix our eyes on Christ
and so share in His victory over the grave; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Communion Liturgy ~ Preface
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

RERFRE

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface & Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen.

Therefore, gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we pray with
repentant joy that You would forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word
and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood, as He bids us
do, and gather us from the ends of the earth to celebrate the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Along with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your holy name evermore
praising You and saying:
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 180
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God, You take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  wvor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian of  our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its  fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
f) 4 .
77 —— | [ — 2
(o B | - s o i —
Q) | |
bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless - ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear wus chil - dren when we pray.
bless-ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to  You.
bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved wus, love us  still.



Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.

922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing sts. 1-4
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1 Go, My chil-dren, with My bless -ing, Nev - er a - lone.
2 Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
3 Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Clos - er to Me;
41 the Lord will bless and keep you And give  you peace;
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Wak -ing, sleep-ing, I am with you; You are My own. In My
Here you learned how much 1 love you, What 1 can cure. Here you
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, Joy - ful and free. Here My
I the Lord will smile up-on you And give youpeace: [ the
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love’s bap - tis - mal riv - er
heard My dear Son’s sto - ry; Here you touched Him, saw His
Spir - it’s pow - er filled you; Here His

Lord will be your Fa - ther, Sav - ior,

I have made

you Mine for - ev - er.

glo - ry.

ten - der com - fort stilled you.
Com - fort - er,

and Broth - er.
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Go, My chil-dren, with My bless-ing— You are My own.
Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Joy - ful and free.
Go, My chil-dren; I will keep you And give  you peace.



