
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Different Perspective on Suffering 
(Pastor John) 

 
 

 

 

How do we develop a different perspective on Suffering? 
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11th Sunday After Pentecost – August 24, 2025 
9:00am Order of Worship  

A Different Perspective on Suffering 

Prelude / Welcome 

 

516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Invocation & Confession 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 



 

 

  

 

 

  

 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow door. Guide us by Your Word and 

Spirit, and lead us now and always into the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

(Please Sit) 

 

 

First Lesson 

Isaiah 66:18–23 

18 “And I, because of what they have planned and done, am about to come and gather the people of all 

nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory. 

19 “I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the nations—to Tarshish, to the 

Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and Greece, and to the distant islands that have not heard of 

my fame or seen my glory. They will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20 And they will bring all your 

people, from all the nations, to my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the LORD—on horses, in 

chariots and wagons, and on mules and camels,” says the LORD. “They will bring them, as the Israelites bring 

their grain offerings, to the temple of the LORD in ceremonially clean vessels. 21 And I will select some of them 

also to be priests and Levites,” says the LORD. 

22 “As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” declares the LORD, “so will your 

name and descendants endure. 23 From one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind 

will come and bow down before me,” says the LORD. 

 

 



Second Lesson 

Hebrews 12:1–13, 18-24 

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing 

our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning 

its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition 

from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And have you 

completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says, 

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 

    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by 

their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not 

true sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected 

them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little 

while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No 

discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 

peace for those who have been trained by it. 

12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for your feet,” so that the lame 

may not be disabled, but rather healed. 

18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and 

storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further 

word be spoken to them, 20 because they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the 

mountain, it must be stoned to death.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 

22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to 

thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are 

written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 to 

Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of 

Abel. 

 

(Please Stand) 

 

Alleluia and Verse  

 

 

 



Holy Gospel 

P The Holy Gospel, according to St Luke the 13th chapter.  

 

 

 

Luke 13:22–30  

22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked 

him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to 

enter and will not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside 

knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 

26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 

27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 

28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the 

prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29 People will come from east and west and 

north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who are 

last who will be first, and first who will be last.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 
 

 
Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 



     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

(Please Sit) 

 

 

752 Be Still, My Soul 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Message A Different Perspective on Suffering 

 

Offering 

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer.  As a reminder, you may submit your 

offerings 1) in the collection plate,  2) via the Church Center App,  3)by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland 

Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,  4) via Church Center - you can find a link on the Worship Live page of our 

website,  or 5) by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve 

section of our website).   



(Please Stand) 

Announcements 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, grant us repentant faith to strive to enter ever more deeply into Your 

blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation. By the witness of Your saints, gather many from the very corners of 

this world to enter Your kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O Lord, prosper Your Church, the preaching of the Word, and the work of all pastors and church 

workers. Guide and strengthen the catechumens and all who teach and learn Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father, You have called fathers to bring up their children in Your fear and love. 

Sanctify and sustain them through Your Word, that they would lovingly discipline their children and so show 

Your own divine care for Your children. Help us, in the power of Your Holy Spirit, to recognize Your discipline 

as evidence of Your love for us, as we look to Jesus, the Founder and Perfector of our faith. Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Eternal King, the kingdoms and nations of this world rise and fall while Your Church remains before 

You. Give Your Church a holy confidence in Your eternal life so that she fears no worldly threat and ministers 

to the nations boldly and faithfully. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Almighty God, bless all those who care for the sick and attend to the dying; all those who care for our 

children; and our police, firefighters, emergency personnel and disaster-relief workers. Increase our generous 

support of those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord, be with the sick and those who suffer, those troubled in mind or heart, the grieving in their sorrow, 

and the dying in their last days on earth, especially those who we now name silently in our hearts…. Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord God, You have drawn to Yourself believers from all nations and sanctified them in Holy Baptism 

and faith as priests and Levites in Your Church. Fortify their faith and embolden their witness, that many may 

be gathered into the new heavens and new earth; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

 

728 How Firm a Foundation 

 

 

 

 
 


