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3rd Sunday in Advent - December 14, 2025
9:00am Order of Worship
Are You the One?

Prelude / Welcome

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel _sts. 1, ref, 5-6
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el

Invocation & Confession
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In the name of the Father and of the ** Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have



mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your
gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Isaiah 35:1-10

35 The desert and the parched land will be glad;
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom;
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the LORD,
the splendor of our God.

3 Strengthen the feeble hands,
steady the knees that give way;
4say to those with fearful hearts,



“Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,

he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution

he will come to save you.”

5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.

¢ Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Water will gush forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert.

" The burning sand will become a pool,
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.

In the haunts where jackals once lay,
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.

8 And a highway will be there;
it will be called the Way of Holiness;
it will be for those who walk on that Way.
The unclean will not journey on it;
wicked fools will not go about on it.
No lion will be there,
nor any ravenous beast;
they will not be found there.
But only the redeemed will walk there,
10
They will enter Zion with singing;
everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them,
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

Second Lesson
James 5:7-11

and those the LORD has rescued will return.

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its
valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. # You too, be patient and stand firm, because
the Lord’s coming is near. * Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The

Judge is standing at the door!

10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord. ! As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s
perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

(Please Stand)



Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-15
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 11:2-15

2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are
you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk,
those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the
poor. ® Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine
clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. ® Then what did you go out to see? A

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 1° This is the one about whom it is written:

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’

1 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet
whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 1> From the days of John the Baptist until now, the
kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it. 13 For all the
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. '* And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to
come. > Whoever has ears, let them hear.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

(Please Sit)



346 When All the World Was Cursed
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,
2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
4 O grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con-so-la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - i - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our  true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - 1li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior’'s way
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav -ior he pro - claimed.
He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.
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Message Are You the One?

Offering

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) via the Church Center App, 3)by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland
Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio, 4) via Church Center - you can find a link on the Worship Live page of our
website, or 5) by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve
section of our website).

(Please Stand)
Announcements

Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Lord, You are the source of all joy. Even the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad at Your appearance.
Sustain us in the time of waiting for Your will and purpose to unfold in these latter days. Give us patience under
trials and hope that endures the changes and chances of this mortal life. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O God, You have sent messengers to prepare the way of Your Son’s coming. Grant us ears to hear and
hearts to believe the words delivered by pastors and all who bear Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,



People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Gracious Lord, You have instituted the home to be a refuge for husbands and wives and a place of
growth and safety for children. Look with favor upon the homes of our land, and grant that the faith might be
delivered from one generation to the next. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Protect service men and women who defend us against the enemies of our nation, and those who enact
and enforce laws that protect us. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O Lord, our God, the prophet Isaiah looked for the day when blind eyes would see, deaf ears would
hear, lame legs would leap and mute tongues would sing. Until the final day of restoration, draw near to all,
especially those for who we now name silently in our hearts... and give them healing according to Your
gracious will. Bind up those who grieve, that they may look for the resurrection of all flesh. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor: Merciful Lord, You give strength to those who are anxious. Give us hearts that trust in You at all times.
Grant us courage to confront our doubts and fears with Your Word, and give us strength to fulfill our vocations
of worship, witness, prayer and works of mercy. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O God, Your love invites us to rejoice in Your goodness. In every circumstance of life, teach us the joy
that comes from knowing Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and eagerly expecting His gracious visitation;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.

Born to reign in us for-ev - er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer -it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.




