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(Pastor John)

How do we Abound in Hope in dark and stormy times?



2" Sunday in Advent - December 7, 2025
9:00am Order of Worship
Abound in Hope

Prelude / Welcome
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Invocation & Confession
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In the name of the Father and of the *I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your



will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Passing of the Peace
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(A] In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
g:éﬂ:._ﬂ_l_-_‘_m_‘_L

o

and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son,
that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

RERE

(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Isaiah 11:1-10

11 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—
3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
S Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

6 The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a little child will lead them.
7The cow will feed with the bear,
their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den,



and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
® They will neither harm nor destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

10Tn that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his
resting place will be glorious.

Second Lesson
Romans 15:4-13

4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the
Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.

S May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other
that Christ Jesus had, ¢ so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. ® For I tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs
might be confirmed ? and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written:

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;
I will sing the praises of your name.”

10 Again, it says,
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”
1T And again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
let all the peoples extol him.”

12 And again, Isaiah says,

“The Root of Jesse will spring up,
one who will arise to rule over the nations;
in him the Gentiles will hope.”

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

(Please Stand)
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Holy Gospel
P) The Holy Gospel, according to St Matthew the 3™ chapter.

!

Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

Matthew 3:1-12

3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.””

4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and
wild honey. 3 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the
Jordan. ® Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them:
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with
repentance. > And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.” I tell you that out
of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 1° The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every
tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

<] baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand,
and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven



and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and we look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please Sit)
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Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.




Message Abound in Hope

Offering

15t Sunday 2" Offering Christmas Miracle Offering

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,3)
by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our
website), or 4) via the Church Center. You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website.

Announcements
(Please Stand)
Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Merciful God, You remember Your covenant forever, for a thousand generations. Teach us to remember Y our
wondrous works and seek Your strength and presence continually. Help us to Abound in Hope, even in the
midst of dark and stormy times. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O Lord, the voice of Your prophet broke the silence to prepare the way for Your Son. Give Your people
the courage to speak Christ to the nations and teach those still in darkness and death about His gift of light and
life. Keep us from being ashamed of the Gospel or intimidated by the opinions of others. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Gracious Father, You give Your Word to the Church for encouragement and instruction in endurance.
Continue to instruct us by Your Word, that we may abound in hope. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Almighty God, You preserved Jesse’s faithful line by the incarnation of Your Son. Give families and
individuals strength to faithfully fulfill their vocations to love and forgive one another, that we may be trained
up in Your fear, love and trust. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Merciful Lord, Your Son rules over creation with justice and righteousness. Endow those in authority
with the desire and ability to protect the innocent, punish the wicked and work for the common welfare. Lord, in
Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Holy God, You have promised healing to the broken and wounded. Give to all afflicted in body or mind
the riches of Your grace, healing according to Your will, and grace to carry them through the day of their
trouble. We especially pray for those who we now name silently in our hearts.... Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and make ready the way of Your only begotten Son, who comes to us this
day in His true body and precious blood for the forgiveness of our sins. May all who partake of His Body and
Blood do so in repentance and faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O Lord God, heavenly Father, grant us all things needful and keep from us all things harmful to us and
to our salvation, that with confidence in Your will, we may say “amen” to our prayers and live in contentment
and peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

All: Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Communion Liturgy ~ Preface
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface & Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when
He comes again in glory.

Gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we pray with repentant joy that
You would forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant
us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood, in/with/under the wafer and
wine, as He bids us do, and gather us from the ends of the earth to celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. To You along, O
Father, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, be all glory, honor, and worship, now
and forever.

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your holy name evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Words of Institution
Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 180
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - ic course be - gan.

5 God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6 For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.

By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7 From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;

In this light faith now abides.

8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be

Now and through eternity.



Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.

Amen.



353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring
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Low - ly came on earth to die; Al - le - lu - ia!
To an ear - nest, heart - felt prayer; Al - le - lu - ia!
Lead - ing souls re-deemed to heav’n. Al - le - lu - ia!
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; Al - le - lu - ia!
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Al - le - lu - ia! Comes to save  us from de - spair.
Al - le - lu - ia! Hope to all  the world is giv'n.
Al - le - lu - ia! Com - forts wus in fail - ing years.



