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Are we Blind too?

(Pastor Allen Stuckwisch)



4th Sunday of Lent - March 15, 2026
9:00am Order of Worship
Are we Blind too?

Prelude / Welcome

551 When to Our World the Savior Came sts. 1-3
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longed to see The heal - ing Christ of Gal - 1 - lee.
soul to soul, “The touch of Christ has made us whole!”
see and know The heal - ing Christ of long a - go.

Invocation & Confession
In the name of the Father and of the *I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
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But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
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Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace



Kyrie LSB 168
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning;
and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Isaiah 42:14-21

14¢For a long time I have kept silent,
I have been quiet and held myself back.

But now, like a woman in childbirth,
I cry out, I gasp and pant.

IST will lay waste the mountains and hills
and dry up all their vegetation;

I will turn rivers into islands
and dry up the pools.

16T will lead the blind by ways they have not known,
along unfamiliar paths I will guide them;

I will turn the darkness into light before them
and make the rough places smooth.

These are the things I will do;
I will not forsake them.

17But those who trust in idols,
who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’
will be turned back in utter shame.



18 “Hear, you deaf;
look, you blind, and see!
19'Who is blind but my servant,
and deaf like the messenger I send?
Who is blind like the one in covenant with me,
blind like the servant of the LORD?
20You have seen many things, but you pay no attention;
your ears are open, but you do not listen.”
211t pleased the LORD
for the sake of his righteousness
to make his law great and glorious.

Second Lesson
Ephesians 5:8-14

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light ? (for the fruit of the
light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 1 and find out what pleases the Lord. ' Have nothing to
do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 2 It is shameful even to mention what the
disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is
illuminated becomes a light. !4 This is why it is said:

“Wake up, sleeper,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

(Please Stand)
Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 173
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Holy Gospel

P) The Holy Gospel, according to St John the 9" chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

John 9:1-41

9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?”

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be
displayed in him. # As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no
one can work. > While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s
eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed,
and came home seeing.

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit
and beg?” ? Some claimed that he was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
10“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

T He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and
wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”

12 <“Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said.

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. ¥ Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud
and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. '3 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his
sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”
The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s
parents. !° “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can
see?”

20<We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 2! But how he can see now,
or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged
that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age;
ask him.”

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they
said. “We know this man is a sinner.”

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”
26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

27He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want
to become his disciples too?”



28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 2 We
know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his

will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.”

3 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of
Man?”

36 “Who is he, sir?”” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”
38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

3 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will
become blind.”

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind t00?”

41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt
remains.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

f) 4 | |

|
|
)

[ [
y | —
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.



And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and we look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please Sit)

545 Word of God, Come Down on Earth sts. 1, 3-4
2t — —
ﬁFF‘ J 1 2, PD i — o
Q) | l
1 Word of God, come down on earth, Liv - ing rain from
3 Word that caused blind eyes to see, Speak  and heal our
4 Word that speaks God’s ten - der love, One with God be -

h“l
p" - m—

; i I ' i

{ry = e 2, e — = 2,
Q) | | |
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pit -y spo - ken, Heal the world, by sin now bro - ken.
all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Message Are we Blind too?
Offering

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,3)
by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our
website), or 4) via the Church Center. You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website.



Announcements
(Please Stand)
Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Great Physician, enlighten our eyes by Your blessed Gospel, and hide us in Your shelter in the day of trouble.
Provide a home in Your Church for those cast out by this world and unite them with us in the pure confession of
Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord of glory, You have gathered Your Church and sanctified us in Your truth. Guide and direct
Matthew, our Synod president; Kevin, our district president; and Allen, our circuit visitor. Preserve all vacant
congregations, including Royal Redeemer, send laborers into Your harvest and sustain those whom You have
sent, including the Senior Pastor who You will send to us. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Almighty Father, uphold in mercy all authorities, especially parents and the civil servants of our nation.
Strengthen our homes, and keep families firm in the Christian faith. Preserve us from wickedness and uphold
order and justice for a peaceful life. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord God, You have promised that what we suffer does not condemn us but instead displays Your glory.
Sustain the afflicted in body or soul, especially those who we now name silently in our hearts... that they would
take heart, trust You for healing and find You even in the midst of their trials. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Blessed, O Lord, is everyone who is not offended by Your Christ. Give us faith to believe His blessed
testament, seek His Holy Supper for the forgiveness of our sins, and confess Your truth with honest hearts in the
communion of this altar. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O Lord, those who wait for Your salvation have the promise that You will not forsake them. Lead those
who wander in darkness through rough places, that they would find the way of righteousness and not be put to
shame. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: All these things, O heavenly Father, we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, asking You to grant our
prayers not for our sake but for His sake alone. Teach our hearts to be content with Your will and to trust that
You will answer with what is best for us and at the right time for our need. Graciously receive our prayers,
deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Communion Liturgy ~ Preface
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

RERER

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface & Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen.

Gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we pray with repentant joy that
You would forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant
us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood, in/with/under the wafer and
wine, as He bids us do, and gather us from the ends of the earth to celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. To You along, O
Father, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, be all glory, honor, and worship, now
and forever.

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your holy name evermore praising You and saying:
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Words of Institution
Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Distribution



744 Amazing Grace sts. 1-5
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safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.
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Em - brac - ing His chil - dren of each tribe and race.
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Give hon - or to Christ and His name that we  bear.



