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March 22, 2026 

9am Worship 



5th Sunday in Lent – March 22, 2026 
9:00am Order of Worship  

Dem Bones, Dem Bones ... Now Hear the WORD of the LORD. 

Prelude / Welcome 

 

901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Invocation & Confession 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 



authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 



 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and 

preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

(Please Sit) 

 

 

First Lesson 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

37 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle 

of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the 

floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 

4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This 

is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will 

attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you 

will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 

bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, 

but there was no breath in them. 

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So 



I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast 

army. 

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and 

our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you 

back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and 

bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. 

Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’” 

 

Second Lesson 

Romans 8:1-11 

8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the 

law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was 

powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 

flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the 

law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in 

accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is 

death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to 

God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please 

God. 

9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God 

lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in 

you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of 

righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

 

(Please Stand) 

 

Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 157 

 

 

 

 



Holy Gospel 

P The Holy Gospel, according to St John the 11th chapter.  

 

 

 

John 11:1-45 

11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord 

and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s 

Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that 

Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to 

Judea.” 

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?” 

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, 

for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.” 

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to 

wake him up.” 

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his 

disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 

believe. But let us go to him.” 

16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 

him.” 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less 

than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of 

their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even 

now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they 

die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and 

is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet 

entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with 

Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing 

she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died.” 



33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply 

moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 

entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four 

days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I 

knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe 

that you sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his 

hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 
 
Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

(Please Sit) 



543 What Wondrous Love Is This sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Message - Dem Bones, Dem Bones ... Now Hear the WORD of the LORD. 
 

Offering 

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer.  As a reminder, you may submit your 

offerings 1) in the collection plate,  2) via the Church Center App,  3)by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland 

Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,  4) via Church Center - you can find a link on the Worship Live page of our 

website,  or 5) by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve 

section of our website).   

(Please Stand) 

Announcements 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Heavenly Father, in Baptism You have given the new birth of water and the Spirit. Make Your children strong 

in Your Spirit, that they may shun the works of the flesh and live in this world expecting the resurrection and 

the life of the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord God, bless our Synod president, our district president, our circuit visitor; and our pastors whom 

You have sent to prophesy Your Word to us, including the Senior Pastor that You already know You will call 

here to Royal Redeemer. We thank and praise You that Your Spirit’s breath has entered us and that we may live 

forever. Lord, in Your mercy,  



People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O Lord, soften the hearts of Your people in every home. Turn parents and children toward each other in 

love and patience. Banish the spirit of impudence, stubbornness and rebellion from all. Sanctify us in Your 

truth. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord of hosts, You are the true source of life, which You give through the power of Your Spirit. Humble 

those who are given authority over the lives of our people, that they would discharge this duty honorably in 

accord with Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O great Redeemer, we hope in You, for with You there is steadfast love and redemption. We cry to You 

on behalf of those suffering affliction, including those we now name silently in our hearts …. Assure them that 

their iniquities have been washed away in Christ and their sins forgiven in His blood. Grant them healing and 

relief from their burdens, according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Gracious Father, Your Son is the resurrection and the life, in whom all the dead will rise and through 

whom Your elect will live eternally in Your presence. Give comfort to all who mourn, that they might not 

grieve as those who have no hope but as those whose hope is the crucified and risen One. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O Lord, God almighty, through Your Son You have kept the promise of the ages and rescued us from 

sin. You have raised up the dry bones of a people captive to death and made us alive in Christ forever. Sustain 

us in this hope, that we may endure the tests, trials and troubles of this life and be ready when our Savior comes 

again in His glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 



575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less sts. 1, ref, 3–4 

 

 

 

 
 


