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Be a Witness for Jesus

(Pastor John)

How are we to be a Witness for Jesus?



34 Sunday in Lent - March 8, 2026
9:00am Order of Worship
Be a Witness for Jesus

Prelude / Welcome

435 Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain sts. 1, 3-4
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1 Come to Cal-vry’s ho - ly moun-tain, Sin - ners, ru - ined
3 Come in sor - row and con - tri - tion, Wound-ed, im - po -
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by the fall; Here a pure and heal - ing foun - tain
tent, and blind; Here the guilt -y, free re - mis - sion,
new - ing flood. God is faith - ful; God will nev - er
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Flows for you, for me, for all, In a full, per -
Here the trou-bled, peace may find. Health  this foun - tain
Break His cov - e - nant of blood, Signed when our Re -
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pet - ual tide, O - pened when our Sav - ior died.
will re - store; They that drink shall thirst no more.
deem - er died, Sealed when He was glo - i - fied.

Invocation & Confession
In the name of the Father and of the *I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
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But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
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Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His



authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace
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peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise

LSB 152
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of
Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Exodus 17:1-7

17 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as
the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So they
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”

Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”

3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring
us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”

4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.”

5 The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take
in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. ® I will stand there before you by the rock at
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of
the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because
they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”



Second Lesson
Romans 5:1-8

5 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in
the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 3 And hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

®You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will
anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 3 But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

(Please Stand)
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Holy Gospel

P) The Holy Gospel, according to St John the 4 chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

John 4:1-30, 39-42

4 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John—
2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3 So he left Judea and went back once more to
Galilee.

4Now he had to go through Samaria. 3 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. ¢ Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat
down by the well. It was about noon.

7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 3 (His disciples
had gone into the town to buy food.)



% The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a
drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have
asked him and he would have given you living water.”

11<Sjr,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living
water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his
sons and his livestock?”

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, ¥ but whoever drinks the water I give
them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to
draw water.”

16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
17T have no husband,” she replied.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. '® The fact is, you have had five husbands,
and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”

19¢Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 2° Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you
Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

21<“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know,
for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain
everything to us.”

26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked,
“What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, ?* “Come, see a man
who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 3 They came out of the town and made their
way toward him.

3 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything I ever did.” 4° So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed
rything y urg y y

two days. 4! And because of his words many more became believers.

42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

(Please Sit)
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1 Hark, the voice of Je - sus cry - ing, “Who will go and work to - day?
2 If you can-notspeak like an - gels, If you can - not preach like Paul,
4 Let none hearyou 1 - dly say - ing, “There is noth-ing I can do,”
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Fields are white and har-vests waiting— Who will bear the sheaves a-way?”

You «can tell the love of Je-sus, You can say He died for all.
While the mul - ti-tudes are dy - ing And the Mas-ter calls for you.
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Loud and long the Mas-ter call-eth; Rich re-ward He  of - fers thee.
If you can - not rouse the wick-ed With the judg-ment’s dread a - larms,
Take the task He givesyou glad-ly, Let His work your plea-sure be;
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Who will an-swer, glad-ly say-ing, “Here am I, send me, send me”?

You can lead the

lit - tle chil-dren To
An - swer quick-ly when He call-eth, “Here am I,

Message Be a Witness for Jesus

Offering

send me,

the Sav-ior’s wait - ing arms.

send me!”




Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) via the Church Center App, 3)by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland
Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio, 4) via Church Center - you can find a link on the Worship Live page of our
website, or 5) by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve
section of our website).

(Please Stand)
Announcements

Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Lord of hosts, Your ancient people worshiped You in Jerusalem, and in Christ You are now worshiped among
all nations. Grant us faithful hearts to worship in spirit and truth, that many would come to know You in Your
Word and Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

O God, You led Your ancient people by the hand of Moses and Aaron. Lead us through the wilderness of this
world by the hand of faithful pastors, that we would be refreshed by the living water flowing from the stricken
side of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Lord of all, You bestow Your riches on all who call upon You. Bless parents with all wisdom as they teach their
children Your ways, that all in the household may confess with their mouths that Jesus is Lord. Lord, in Your
mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, preserve our nation, and prosper the cause of justice in this land. Guide and grant Your
wisdom to our president, the Congress of the United States, our governor; and all elected and appointed civil
servants. Grant us peace, and watch over those who protect us in the armed forces of our land. Lord, in Your
mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

O great Physician of body and soul, by Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need,
sickness or adversity especially those who we now name silently in our hearts.... Hold them all in Your
almighty hands and bring them peace. Heal them according to Your gracious will, and give us all grace to
accept and bear our crosses with faith in You, that we would always be prepared to depart this life in faith and
come to Your heavenly home. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Almighty Lord, to You all hearts are open and all sins are known. Strengthen our hearts by Your grace, that we
who daily sin much would make confession boldly and then joyfully receive Your precious word of absolution.
Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

These and whatever other things You would have us ask of You, O God, grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ,
Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

All: Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,



hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.

922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing sts. 1-2, 4
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1 Go, My chil-dren, with My bless -ing, Nev - er a - lone.
2 Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
41 the Lord will bless and keep you And give  you peace;
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Wak - ing, sleep-ing, 1 am with you; You are My own. In My
Here you learned how much I love you, What 1 can cure. Here you
I the Lord will smile up-on you And give youpeace: I the
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love’s bap - tis - mal riv - er I have made you Mine for - ev - er
heard My dear Son’s sto - ry; Here you touched Him, saw His glo - ry.

Lord will be your Fa - ther, Sav - ior, Com - fort - er,

and Broth - er.
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Go, My chil-dren, with My bless-ing— You are My own.
Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
Go, My chil-dren; 1 will keep you And give  you peace.



