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| Love God

AND THE GREATEST OF THESE IS ...

(Pastor John Mitchell
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Third Sunday of Easter - April 19, 2026
9:00am Order of Worship

| Love God
Prelude / Welcome
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10 God of God, O Light of Light; O Prince of Peace and
2 For deep in proph-ets’ sa - cred page, And grand in  po - ets’
3 That life of truth, those deeds of love, That death so steeped in
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praise for - ev - er rings. To Him who sits up - on the throne,
saw their com - ing Lord; Till through the deep Ju - de - an night
King once crowned with thorn. Lift up your heads, O might-y gates!
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The Lamb once slain but raised a - gain, Be all the glo - ry
Rang out the song, “Good-will to men!” Sung once by first- born
So sang that host be - yond our ken. Lift up your heads, your
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He has won, All thanks and praise! A - men, a - men.
sons of light, It ech - oes now, “Good - will!” A - men.
King a - waits. We lift them  up. A - men, a - men.

Invocation & Confession
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In the name of the Father and of the ~I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole



heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Kyrie LSB 168
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(A] In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of Ged,

and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God,
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for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun  His reign.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world.
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death,
perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Acts 2:14a, 36-41

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and
Messiah.”

37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers,
what shall we do?”

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3 The promise is for you and your children and for

all

who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”



40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” 4! Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day.

Second Lesson
Hebrews 12: 1-7a

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, ? fixing
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition
from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

4In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 3 And have you
completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says,

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
%because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”

7Endure hardship as discipline;

(Please Stand)
Alleluia and Verse (SB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel

P) The Holy Gospel, according to St Luke the 24" chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

Luke 24:13-35

13Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem. ' They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 'S As they talked and
discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were
kept from recognizing him.



17He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. '® One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one
visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”

19 «What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the
people. 2 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified

him; 2! but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third
day since all this took place. 2% In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this
morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he
was alive. 2* Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they
did not see Jesus.”

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not
the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going
farther. 2 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he
went in to stay with them.

30'When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 3! Then
their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 3> They asked each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”’

3 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled
together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had
happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.



And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and we look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please Sit)
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2 May Thy rich grace im - part Strength to my faint - ing heart;
4 When ends life’s tran-sient dream, When death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine. Now hear me while I pray; Take all my
My zeal in-spire! As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my
Shall o’er me roll, Blest Sav -1or, then, in love, Fear and dis-
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guilt a-way; O let me from thisday Be whol -1y Thine!
love to Thee Pure, warm, and change-less be, A liv - ing  fire!
trust re-move; O bear me safe a-bove, A ran-somed soul!

Message | Love God
Offering

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,3)
by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our
website), or 4) via the Church Center. You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website.

Announcements
(Please Stand)



Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

God of all compassion, your Spirit opens the Holy Scriptures to the hearts of your people. Light up our paths
by the resurrection light that never fades; As You used Peter to lead others to repent and believe the Gospel, use
us to bring the word of Your salvation to those we come in contact with by our words and our actions. May our
hearts live always in faith toward you. Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Blessed Lord, you have established your Church so that your promise of eternal life might be delivered
to us, to our children, and to all who are far off—to everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself. Grant
that your Word may be the foundation of every Christian home; that husbands and wives may be united in faith
and hope and that children may hear and be nurtured in this Word by faithful parents. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Almighty God, stifle the powers of darkness and end the reign of war, violence and terror. Give leaders
who will seek peace and work for the common good. Instill in them a love of righteousness, and guide them in
the pursuit of justice for all. Bless all national, state, and local officials; all first responders and all members of
the armed forces. Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord God, when You discipline us, we can tend to become bitter, thinking that You have forsaken us.
Forgive us and help us in the power of Your Holy Spirit to see that Your discipline is for our good and can lead
to Your glory as we are assured of Your love and respond to Your discipline in a way that will lead to our
growth in faith and love for You. Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O God, you have not forgotten us in our afflictions or abandoned us in our weakness. Deliver the sick
and suffering according to your will, and give comfort to the dying, especially to those we now name silently in
our hearts.... Guard us and grant us patience in our days of trouble as we await your perfect healing. Lord, in
your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Merciful Lord, your compassion is made known to us through your Son’s breaking of the bread. Open
our hearts and mouths to receive forgiveness in the body and blood of Christ, who suffered for us and has
entered into His glory. Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, through the life, death and resurrection of your Son, you have delivered our souls from
death, our eyes from tears and our feet from stumbling. Comfort all who mourn with this truth, that they may
not grieve as others do who have no such hope. Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: These things and whatever else you know that we need, kind Father, grant us for the sake of your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Communion Liturgy ~ Preface
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

RERERE

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface & Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen.

Therefore, gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we pray with
repentant joy that You would forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word
and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood, as He bids us
do, and gather us from the ends of the earth to celebrate the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Along with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your holy name evermore
praising You and saying:
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Words of Institution
Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 180
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Distribution



637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
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I Draw  near and take the bod - y of the Lord,
2 He who  His saints  in this world rules and shields,
3 Come for - ward then with faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;
To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal yields;
And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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Of - fered was He for great - est and for least,
With heav’n - ly bread He makes the hun - gry whole,
O Lord, our hearts with grate - ful thanks en - dow
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Him - self the vic - tim  and Him - self the priest.
Gives liv - ing wa - ters to the thirst - ing soul.
As in this feast of love You bless us now.
Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.

Amen.
919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus sts. 1-3
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1 A-bide, O dear-est Je - sus, A - mong us with Your grace
2 A-bide, O dear Re-deem - er, A - mong us with Your Word,
3 A - bide with heav’'n-ly bright - ness A - mong us, pre-cious Light;
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That Sa - tan may not harm us Nor we to sin give place.
And thus now and here - af - ter True peace and joy af - ford.
Your truth di-rect and keep us From er - ror’s gloom - y  night.




