
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

(Pastor John) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should we NOT be afraid of Persecution? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 21, 2026 

9:00am Worship 



4th Sunday After Pentecost – June 21, 2026 
9:00am Order of Worship   

Persecution will come... But Do Not Be Afraid! 

Prelude / Welcome 

 

906 O Day of Rest and Gladness sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
 
Invocation & Confession 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 



C Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace   

 

Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 



  

 
 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 171 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

C O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of 

Your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in Your eternal love; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

(Please Sit) 

 

First Lesson 

Jeremiah 20:7–13 

7 You deceived me, LORD, and I was deceived; 

    you overpowered me and prevailed. 

I am ridiculed all day long; 

    everyone mocks me. 
8 Whenever I speak, I cry out 

    proclaiming violence and destruction. 

So the word of the LORD has brought me 

    insult and reproach all day long. 
9 But if I say, “I will not mention his word 

    or speak anymore in his name,” 

his word is in my heart like a fire, 

    a fire shut up in my bones. 

I am weary of holding it in; 

    indeed, I cannot. 
10 I hear many whispering, 

    “Terror on every side! 

    Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!” 

All my friends 

    are waiting for me to slip, saying, 



“Perhaps he will be deceived; 

    then we will prevail over him 

    and take our revenge on him.” 

11 But the LORD is with me like a mighty warrior; 

    so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. 

They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; 

    their dishonor will never be forgotten. 
12 LORD Almighty, you who examine the righteous 

    and probe the heart and mind, 

let me see your vengeance on them, 

    for to you I have committed my cause. 

13 Sing to the LORD! 

    Give praise to the LORD! 

He rescues the life of the needy 

    from the hands of the wicked. 

 

Second Lesson 

Romans 6:12–23 

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part of 

yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been 

brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin 

shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. 

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! 16 Don’t you know 

that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether 

you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to 

God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of 

teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to 

righteousness. 

19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer 

yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to 

righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of 

righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things 

result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you 

reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

(Please Stand) 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 



Holy Gospel 

P The Holy Gospel, according to St Matthew the 10th chapter.  
 

 

 
 

 

Matthew 10:5a, 16–33 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions:  

16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 

doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the 

synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 

Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be 

given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 

21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have 

them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will 

be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going 

through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for students to be like 

their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much 

more the members of his household! 

26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not 

be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim 

from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the 

One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 

will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So 

don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33 But 

whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. 

 

P 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
Nicene Creed 

C We believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 



     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

     the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

     glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and we look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 (Please Sit) 

 

856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 

 
 



Message Persecution will come... But Do Not Be Afraid! 
 

Offering 
 
Offertory LSB 727 - On Eagles' Wings 
 
Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer.  As a reminder, you may submit your 

offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,3) 

by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our 

website), or 4) via the Church Center.  You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website. 

 

Announcements 

(Please Stand) 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Merciful God, in Christ You have removed the wages of sin and given the free gift of eternal life. Cultivate that 

life within us, that we may conform our lives to Your holy teaching and bear fruit that befits repentance. Lord, 

in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Holy Father, Your Son warned His disciples and us of persecution for proclaiming the kingdom of 

heaven. Give courage and fortitude to Your pastors and people, that we would boldly witness for You with our 

words and our actions. Help us, in the power of the Holy Spirit to gladly endure suffering for the name of Jesus 

and continue by Your grace to the end. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood is named, we give You thanks for earthly fathers. Give 

them confidence in their station and zeal for their task to care for their families faithfully. Make them examples 

to their children of godly life and love of Your Word. Bless their work of bringing up children in the fear and 

instruction of the Lord, and give them the comfort of Your absolution over all their shortcomings. Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Ruler and Lord of all, guide our nation and all the nations of the world by giving us pious and faithful 

leaders who will provide good government. Fill the world with industrious citizens who will work for the good 

of their neighbors, and bring all who are enemies to live together in peace. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O Father, not one of the sparrows falls to the ground apart from You. Look with favor upon all who are 

sick, weary, grieving or lonely, especially those who we now name silently in our hearts…. Grant that they 

know how You value Your children and graciously care for them. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord of life, grant that all who partake of the Holy Communion today would present themselves as those 

brought out of death into life, repent of their transgressions, and gratefully receive Your Son’s body and blood 

for the forgiveness of their sins. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O Lord, we thank and praise You for the call You have led us to extend for our next Senior Pastor. Give 

him wisdom and discernment as he deliberates the call, and may Your will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 



Pastor: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who 

died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.  

All: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Communion Liturgy ~ Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface & Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 

revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may 

know and love those things which are not seen.  

Therefore, gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we pray with 

repentant joy that You would forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word 

and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood, as He bids us 

do, and gather us from the ends of the earth to celebrate the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Along with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your holy name evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

 

 

 

 



Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Distribution 
 

 
602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives 

 

 

 

 
 
5 The gifts are in the feast, 

    Gifts far more than we see; 

Beneath the bread and wine 

    Is food from Calvary. 

The body and the blood 

    Remove our ev’ry sin; 

We leave His presence in 

    His peace, renewed again. 

 



6 All glory to the One 

    Who lavishes such love; 

The triune God in love 

    Assures our life above. 

His means of grace for us 

    Are gifts He loves to give; 

All thanks and praise for His 

    Great love by which we live! 

 

 
Post-Communion Canticle 
Thank the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray.  

A We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 



728 How Firm a Foundation sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 

 

 


