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Why is there Evil and Suffering in the World?



8th Sunday After Pentecost - July 19, 2026
9:00am Order of Worship
Wheat and Weeds Growing Together

Prelude / Welcome
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heav’'n de - scend - ing; Touch our hearts and bring to birth

life cre - a - tion, Word that came from heav’'n to die,
mor - tal blind - ness; Deaf we are: our heal - er be;
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we re - vere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You.
world re - stor-ing, Speak to wus, Your love out-pour - ing.
pit -y spo - ken, Heal the world, by sin now bro - ken.

Invocation & Confession
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In the name of the Father and of the *I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.



Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Kyrie LSB 168

(Al In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace f[rom a-bove and lor our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever
mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here
and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

RERE

(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Isaiah 44:6—8

6 “This is what the LORD says—
Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty:
I am the first and I am the last;
apart from me there is no God.
7Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and lay out before me
what has happened since I established my ancient people,
and what is yet to come—
yes, let them foretell what will come.
8 Do not tremble, do not be afraid.
Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago?
You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me?
No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.”

Second Lesson
Romans §8:18-27



181 consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. ° For
the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 2* For the creation was subjected
to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 2! that the creation itself
will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.

22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present
time. 2 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope
that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 3 But if we hope for what we do not yet
have, we wait for it patiently.

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 2” And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.

(Please Stand)
Alleluia and Verse (SB173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel

P) The Holy Gospel, according to St Matthew the 13" chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

Matthew 13:24-30, 3643

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his
field. 23 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went
away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

27“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the
weeds come from?’

28<<An enemy did this,” he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’

29 “No,” he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 3 Let
both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in
bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.””

36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the
parable of the weeds in the field.”



37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good
seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 3 and the enemy who sows
them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

40<As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. ! The Son of Man will
send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do

evil. #> They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of

teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them
hear.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and we look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
(Please Sit)



752 Be Still, My Soul sts. 1-2, 4
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Through thorn - y  ways leads to a joy - ful end.
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt be - low.
All safe and bless - ed we shall meet at last.

Message Wheat and Weeds Growing Together

Offering
Offertory LSB 547 - The Lamb

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) in the collection plate, 2) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,3)
by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our
website), or 4) via the Church Center. You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website.

Announcements
(Please Stand)

Prayer of the Church

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. The
whole earth is Yours, O Lord, and You have charged us with its care. Make us good stewards of Your creation



until that time when You set it free from its bondage to decay and give it to us anew in the kingdom of Your
Son. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lord, continue to raise up witnesses in this and every place who faithfully proclaim Your Word. Grant
that Your Church may remain good soil, bringing forth an abundant harvest. Bless all pastors and church
workers as they sow Your Word in the fields entrusted to them. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, pour out the blessing of Your Holy Spirit on the delegates who are assembled in
convention this week. Give wisdom to those who propose, deliberate and decide for the work and welfare of our
Synod. Guard all who speak and all who listen. Give us courage to do with integrity what we promise. Bless our
plans and actions, and grant success. Only let our manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ. Lord, in
Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Gentle Lord, visit the homes of Your people, that they may be places where faith is nurtured and where
we learn to live our new lives in holiness and righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor: Loving God, we thank You for the gift of health. Hear our prayers on behalf of the sick, the aged, the
infirm, the mourning or the dying. Especially those who we now name silently in our hearts. ... Grant them
healing in accord with Your will and grace to sustain them in their need. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O Lord, preserve us in hope for what we do not see. Grant that we would receive Your Holy Supper
with hearts free from pride, presumption or any other sin that would profane His precious body and blood. May
we rejoice in His bodily presence for our forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Redeemer and Lord of hosts, the future is in Your hands. Remove all fear from us, and keep us mindful
that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed in us. Lord,
in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: We entrust all these petitions to Your care, loving Father, confident in Your great mercy for the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is worshiped together with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

All: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Communion Liturgy ~ Preface
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface & Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen.

Therefore, gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we pray with
repentant joy that You would forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word
and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood, as He bids us
do, and gather us from the ends of the earth to celebrate the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Along with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your holy name evermore
praising You and saying:
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Words of Institution

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 180
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Gives liv - ing wa - ters to the thirst - ing soul.
As in this feast of love You bless us now.
Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I« give you peace.
Amen.

575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less sts. 1, ref, 2, 4
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